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The University of Dayton News &lease 
UD ESTABLISHES ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN 
April 15, 1994 
Contact: Pam Huber 
DAYTON, Ohio- A University of Dayton alumna who's the former head of 
Christian Dior-New York and Georgio Armani Fashion Corp. will headline UD's Conference 
for Women on "Celebrating Our Strengths in Today's Changing World" April 28-29 on 
campus. 
This first annual Conference for Women at UD will feature presentations by UD 
experts that are designed to help women meet the personal and professional challenges they 
face, says Rosie Melia, interim director of continuing education. "We're enthusiastic about a 
conference featuring UD women that will bring women and men to campus in an informal 
learning environment," she said. 
Colombe Nicholas will kick off the conference Thursday, April 28, with a 6:30p.m. 
presentation on the status of women in today's society. The former Dior and Armani 
president who now runs her family's Piqua manufacturing company also will discuss how 
beliefs instilled in youngsters affect the leadership roles assumed later in families, workplaces 
and communities. A reception featuring the works of UD women artists will follow Nicholas' 
presentation. 
On Friday, April29, registration and a continental breakfast will begin at 8:30·a.m., 
and concurrent sessions will be held from 9 to 10:15 a.m. Topics and UD speakers are 
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"Health Care Reform," Vernellia Randall, assistant professor in the School of Law; 
"Successful Entrepreneurs," Fantine Kerckaert, associate director in the Center for Business 
and Economic Research; and "Women and Creativity in the Workplace," Carol Shaw, director 
of the Center for Competitive Change. 
Four sessions will be offered from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m., including "Back to School: A 
Personal Guide," Julie Mitchell, interim associate director of continuing education; 
"Computers: Today and Tomorrow," Betty Rose, assistant director of microcomputing 
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philosophy; and "Sports as a Lesson in Leadership," Elaine Dreidame, senior associate 
director of athletics, and Roosevelt Chapman, School of Education graduate student and 
fonner Flyer basketball star. 
Friday's sessions will be followed by a luncheon in Kennedy Union featuring Karen 
Thompson, president of UD' s National Alumni Association. 
Participants may register for one or both days. Cost is $35 for attending one day's 
programming or $50 for attending on both days. Registrations will be taken at the door, 
though the deadline for refunds is April 21. Child care is available. Call (513) 229-2347 for 
a brochure. 
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